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What Are the Signs A Person is Rebelling
or Running from God
(and may not even know it)?

Cd‘viN

Hoi)b‘{-f
RSN

GET WHAT YOU CAN WHILE
THE GETTINGS GOOD -THATS

NOU WERE IN MY WRY.
No YOU'RE NOT,
THE ENDS JUSTIFY
THE MEANS,

"[To have Faith in Christ] means, of course, trying to do all that He says. There would be no
sense in saying you trusted a person if you would not take his advice. Thus if you have really
handed yourself over to Him, it must follow that you are trying to obey Him. But trying in a new
way, a less worried way. Not doing these things in order to be saved, but because He has begun
to save you already. Not hoping to get to Heaven as a reward for your actions, but inevitably
wanting to act in a certain way because
a first faint gleam of Heaven is already inside you.”

C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

READ: Romans 1:18-2:1

¥ The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the
godlessness and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth
by their wickedness, *° since what may be known about God is
plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. % For
since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities—his
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eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what
has been made, so that people are without excuse.

%! For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to
him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. ** Although
they claimed to be wise, they became fools ** and exchanged the glory of the immortal
God for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and
reptiles.

* Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity
for the degrading of their bodies with one another. %> They exchanged the truth about
God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is
forever praised. Amen.

%6 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged
natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. % In the same way the men also abandoned
natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men
committed shameful acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty
for their error.

%8 Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God,
so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done.
2 They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity.
They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, *° slanderers,
God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey
their parents;

31 they have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy. * Although they know
God'’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only
continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.

2:1 You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at
whatever point you judge another, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass
judgment do the same things.

REFLECT
Q: What pattern is Paul trying to help us understand in Romans 1:21-32?

Remember: All creation, the Spirit’s conviction, & imprint of God'’s desires on our heart
show us His will for us.

1st Triad

1. Exchange God for what God has made 23 and exchanged the glory of the
immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals

and reptiles.

2. God gives humans over to their desires ?* Therefore God gave them over in the
sinful desires of their hearts

3. We then live out this broken, blind desire to sexual impurity for the degrading
of their bodies with one another.



2" Triad

1. Exchange God for what God has made % They exchanged the truth about God
for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is
forever praised. Amen.

2. God gives humans over to their desires “° Because of this, God gave them over
to shameful lusts.

3. We then live out this broken, blind desire Even their women exchanged natural
sexual relations for unnatural ones. %’ In the same way the men also abandoned natural
relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed
shameful acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their
error.

3" Triad
1. Exchange God for what God has made % Furthermore, just as they did not
think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, (exchanged God's ideas for our own)

2. God gives humans over to their desires so God gave them over to a depraved
mind,

3. We then live out this broken, blind desire so that they do what ought not to be
done.

Q: What do we learn from this text about God’s plan of getting us to see the
reality of sin patterns in our lives?

RESPOND 1 Timothy 1:8-17

8\We know that the law is good when used correctly. ° For the law was not intended for people
who do what is right. It is for people who are lawless and rebellious, who are ungodly and sinful,
who consider nothing sacred and defile what is holy, who kill their father or mother or commit
other murders. ° The law is for people who are sexually immoral, or who practice
homosexuality, or are slave traders, liars, promise breakers, or who do anything else that
contradicts the wholesome teaching ! that comes from the glorious Good News entrusted to me
by our blessed God.

121 thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength to do his work. He considered me
trustworthy and appointed me to serve him, *even though I used to blaspheme the name of
Christ. In my insolence, I persecuted his people. But God had mercy on me because I did it in
ignorance and unbelief. 1* Oh, how generous and gracious our Lord was! He filled me with the
faith and love that come from Christ Jesus.

1>This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should accept it: “Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners”"—and I am the worst of them all. ® But God had mercy on me so that Christ
Jesus could use me as a prime example of his great patience with even the worst sinners.

Then others will realize that they, too, can believe in him and receive eternal life. ” All honor and
glory to God forever and ever! He is the eternal King, the unseen one who never dies; he alone is
God. Amen.



