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COVENANT CHURCH




Nehemiah 2:1-6

1 In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was brought for him, I took the wine and gave it to the king. I had not been sad in his presence before; 2 so the king asked me, "Why does your face look so sad when you are not ill? 

This can be nothing but sadness of heart." 
      I was very much afraid, 3 but I said to the king, 

"May the king live forever! Why should my face not look sad when the city where my fathers are buried lies in ruins,

 and its gates have been destroyed by fire?" 

 4 The king said to me, "What is it you want?" 
      Then I prayed to the God of heaven, 

5 and I answered the king, "If it pleases the king and if your servant has found favor in his sight, let him send me to the city in Judah where my fathers are buried so that I can rebuild it." 

 6 Then the king, with the queen sitting beside him, asked me, 

"How long will your journey take, and when will you get back?" 

It pleased the king to send me; so I set a time. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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“Moving Forward With God’s Vision”

Part 2 in the series: “Rebuilding Our Broken World”
A Study of Hope in Nehemiah

Sunday, September 19, 2010

Godly Leaders who make a difference… (last week)
1.. Nehemiah was a leader who was not afraid to CRY and FEEL THE PAIN of others.
When he felt that pain, what did he do with it? When I heard these things, I sat down and wept. For some days I mourned and fasted and …prayed before the God of heaven.
2.. The second trait of a Godly leader: _____________________
GUIDED PRAYER

Recognize WHO God is and Give Him Praise!

All Together… 

(Psalm 66:1-4)
 1 Shout joyful praises to God, all the earth!
    2 Sing about the glory of his name!
      Tell the world how glorious he is.
 3 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!
      Your enemies cringe before your mighty power.
 4 Everything on earth will worship you;
      they will sing your praises,
      shouting your name in glorious songs.”


In Groups:  Take a few moments to speak your thanks to God for all He is and has done (out loud & in silence)
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RECALLING HIS PROMISES he made to us 
Leader: 11 For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. 12 In those days when you pray, I will listen. 13 If you look for me wholeheartedly, you will find me. 14 I will be found by you,” says the Lord.”  Jeremiah 29:11-14
“How Great Is Our God”   (stand, if able, and face screens up front)

ASKING God to LISTEN and RESPOND
Leader: “Lord Jesus, let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear the prayer your servants are praying before you.  We come before you because we NEED you and want you to direct our lives.  Hear us our hearts and voices as we come seeking you and your plan for us.”
Prayer of Confessing our Failures

All Together: 

Most merciful God,
We confess that we have sinned against you
     in thought, word, and deed,
     by what we have done,
     and by what we have failed to do.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry, and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
     have mercy on us and forgive us
     that we may delight in your will,
     and walk in your ways,
     to the glory of your Name. AMEN.

In Groups:  Silent prayers of confession

Leader:  Words of Reassurance

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”  1 John 1:9, NIV

“The Stand” (stand, if you are able, and face screens up front)
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Our Specific Prayer Requests

Leader:  Lord Jesus, grant us not just the courage to do the right thing, but also the wisdom to figure out just what that right thing is. Reassure us, Lord, that even if the right course of action hurts us in the short run, that you will ultimately reward our faithfulness and keep us safe.
All Together: (NewDay Mission & Vision) 
We ask that you will help us to become a community of people who can be real with one another no matter where we find ourselves.   
Ignite us in our commitment to reach others with your message and love that you so freely offer everyone. 

Help us to be a church that helps others 

to experience the life-changing difference 

that comes from knowing and following you, Jesus.  

Give us opportunities to provide the hope, healing, and purpose 

that only YOU can give.  In your great name, Jesus. Amen.

In Groups:  Pray together for any concerns or burdens that are on your heart this morning.  

Leader:  We do not ask these things on our own authority, for before you we have none, but in the name of your only begotten Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in your glory, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, as one God, now and forever.  
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We come to you like your first disciples who wanted to know how to pray.  You taught them…
All Together: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be your name.
Your Kingdom come, your will be done,
On earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil,
For yours is the Kingdom and the power and the glory, Forever, AMEN.
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